Safe-and Healthy Lives in Safe and Healthy Communitizs

STATE OF RHODE TISLAND AND
PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS,
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
BOARD OF MEDICAL LICENSURE:.
AND DISCIPLINE ‘

In the matter, of: | __ £96-245
Joha D. P;Ltts, M.D. :

ADMINI.STRATIVE ORDER

This matter came on for hearing aefore the Béard of
Medical Licensure and D;scmpllne A{hereinafter, "Board")
pursuant to -the request of John D. Pitts (ihere;nafter,
“Respondent”) fo:;reinstayement of his medical license which
was voluntarily surrendered to the Board on 29 November 1995.
The Board issued a Specification of Charges denying
Respondent’s request on ‘the basis of chronic alcoholism.

Following hearing, the Board noted the following:

FACTS AND FINDINGS . -

The. pertinent facts are as follows: On or about

123 Octcbker _995, the_ Rﬂsponuent ent@reci Lnto a Conse-nt Orcidr'””

{CI5-268) w1th the B:Jaru .vhex:ea,n he at,c.e;pted ban*m.mns lmp03eci}f””

by the .Board .in-the. 'fo;z:m of a -repriman{l" agalnst. his license :

and a monetary ‘fine. . That Consent Order arose out of .an .
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incident in which the Rgspondeﬁt was charged by the
Little Compton Police with driving under ‘the influence of

controlled substances and dlcohol. The Board’s investigation

revealed that the Respondent had a history of driving while

under the iﬁfluéqc?_qﬁ_@lhéhol”dating_ffommaﬁ_;gést Méym_

1994 and including two instances wherein he failed: aspec s of

police administered fisld sobrx@ty tests in July, 1995. The
history also indicated ?hat: the Respondent’ surglcﬁl
privileges at a local hospltal had been curtalled du@ to the
R@3§ondentfcr depﬁndenve -apoﬂ ccntrollad substances and
alcoholism ' Thc Consent ﬁrdel requlred 'dmong other. things,
that the Respondent abstaln tOtdllY from the use of alcohol.
and drugs, unless th@‘lattercwexe presq;;bed by a physician:
licensed to practice medigineﬂi

On or about November 1, 1995, the Respondent was cited by
the Little Compton Pclice for driving left of center and For
his refusal ﬁo‘ghbmit:to“a chemiCa1 breath .test. . On ihat;
date, he failed. a field émbriety test. administered by the -
Little Compvon Police.. Aé-aﬁreSuiﬁ of “he November 1, 1995

~incident, the Respoademt entered into a Lonssnt Grder

(C95-342%) wher@=n on_ 23 'Novembel- 199J, he :voluntarmly_ ;

surrendered his med;ual iizense to the: moa?d and avteptmd fhﬁv"r

 following teims  and 1qomd;tlons;‘ftﬁat:‘he bz permitted tg

reapply: for - his medical licendge “only up§§j;$uccéssﬁq;ff:f

completion of in-patient evaludtidn “and  treatment for

substance abuse; satisfactory indication to the Board of an



understanding of:and willinqn@ss to adherg tq the prescribsad
regimen.for aftercare; that he enter.into-a contract -with the
Rhode Island Medical Society’s Physician Health Committee with
monitoring for a probationary period of five (5) years; that
he attend Alcoholics Anorymous (AA) meetings as directad by
the PhysicianisnﬁealthnCommiﬂtee no less than three times . per
week: that he submit to random alcoholr&nd drugs sareeas;&t
least once per week} and that heﬂabﬁtaiﬁ totally from the use

of alcochol and/or drugs.

The parties stipulated to entry on the record of 14

exhibite, including the tw¢ Consent Orders referenced above..

The only withness téstimohyrwasfthéﬁ"of-the!Réépdhdeht.‘ I

The witness tegtifony and exhibits révéaled that ‘the

Respondent was admitted to McLean Hospital Alcchol and Drug -

Abuse Treatment Center on December 27, 1995 and continued in

treatment there through January, 1996 when his. financial.... .

situation caused him to seek alternative treatment.. He was....

‘referred_"bYHVPexsonnel at McLean Hospital . to. Brattleboro.

Retreat, an alccholic and psychiatric treatment center.  The
Respcndent was an inpatient there from 25 March 1996 until

20 April 1996, at which- time he was discharged. The

Brattleboro Retreat Report irdicates that the Respondent was

an active participant in the prdgram who verbalized a strbng
commitment te sobristy. AA and use of a sponsor.

The Respondent testified -that he has been alcochol and

drug free sinde WNovember. of 1995 and has been faithfully



Results of n@urelog'cal st ng conducted at MeLean Hcspltal
revaal no def;c;t which weuld prevent the Qespondent frmm
resuming the praculce of medlClHe.

Based upon the foregoing, the Board makes the followmng

COMCLUSILONS AND OQRDER

1) That the Respondent has complied with the terms and
conditions required by his Consent Order dated
29 November 1995;

2) That <the Réspondent’s medical = license may: be and
hereby is reinstated uponlfhp Follmwxng conditions and with
the followlng restricti onl |

a) -That  the Ras@ondént’s madicél"pxactice.éhall;be;
liﬁited to cutéatient ambalatéry care oOr ﬁalk«in
getting, ssmééilgd% an@:gayd practiéé”shall:be-in-
-conjunction with ch@:ﬁ:@@@iCai doctors. and 'not.
alone, that is, not in private practice.  This
restriction does not require that another medical-

doctor be on duty with the Respondent at all times, .

‘but rather that the Respondent’s;practi¢e bQJin¢_“_

association. with other medical.doctors;.Respondentm_m

shall not be permifted to work Lonncall“,-ﬁhat is,
Respondent’'s medical . care =-.1:@313()1"&3J'_b:i"lj_ﬁ:'_es Will
cease with the end -of his shift énd wiil no_-be
‘able to work' after’ the hburs of the mediqu;care;

facility.



facility.

b) _That the Respandeﬁﬁ :forthwith.renroli in and.
sucéessfully' complete an educatiocnal course in
Pri%ary Medicine, which course must be pre-approved
by the Board; |

c) ?hap‘ﬁhe Respondent enter into a contract’ with
the ~Physician’s Health Commlttae of the PRhode
Island - Medical - Society . for the purpose: of
“monitoring his alcchol and drug preblems;

d} That the ResPORdént abstain from use of any’
aleohol or drugs except .aé. mav .- be wvalidly:
prescribed by hLS treat1ng thSlClan‘
e) That the Respondcnt attend AlCOhOllCu Anocnymoeus -
(AA) meetings at l ast thr@e §3),tmmeb weekly and
provida szgﬂcd prOL {by thé ARATE foicial
representative) cjf participatioﬁ as pericdicaily
requested;

f) That the Késpondent permit pericdic unannounced
reviews by designees - of ' the Board = of - the
Respondent’s patient records;

g That the Respbnéent submit to random drug and
alcdhdl'-urinef "chemical and/or . blocd tests és
r@q@aéﬁéd - at least énce per week;

hy That *be Respandent serve a five (5) yeaxr perlcdu
of ﬁzeaatlon during Nthh time hisg: pr&ctlce shull=

ve monitored and reviewed by themBoard to determine .



the Respondent’s Lontlﬂulng abl ity to engage in
the practice of medlc ne.,

i) That any violation of the above réstrictions and

conditinns of licensure : sHa1l"" ""5ubject ™ "the

Resporident to a disciplinary action .for revocatien

cf hig license.

signed this __// #A  day of “67«$2§3@t¢” e, 1996

Robert Le&gnard,

too Aﬁ-::; T

//gagka Qrton,
/ /MM ' /3/@ [%4

(i’///Tﬁlna Baznes

\ﬂrb&fmfé’? amru MA MPH A 4 f@&y@r NTA

Patricia Nolan, MD, MPH " Date

Director ¢of Health

The parties have thirtv days within which to file an

appeal in the Superior Court.




CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that a copy of the within ORDER was sent
to Michael DeFanti, Esq., 1500 Fleet Center, Providence, RI

02903 on this _&/s/" day of 0&’;&{% 1996,

e, 72%@A4;%4ﬁa
1 7 /



